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René Dee is the organiser of the first exhibition in the UK of 
"The Life & Works of Maurice André KASPAR 1892-1946 - A Swiss

Watercolour Artist and Architect Revealed".
 

Maurice was René's grandfather and he is achieving a lifelong ambition in
holding this very special exhibition at the Royal Watercolour Society's Bankside

Gallery in London, 26-31January 2021. 
 

Maurice was an architect who worked for the Republique and Canton de
Genève, Le Conseil d'Etat, from May 1917 to 1946 and was instrumental in some

of the greatest changes ever made to the city of Geneva which he recorded
with his extraordinary watercolours. There will be up to 200 of his

watercolours, sketches and archive material that also record many ancient
manor house, farmhouses and structures in the Canton of Geneva that are
either no longer there, or have changed substantially. However, he travelled
across other parts of Switzerland, France and Italy and his paintings reflect

these journeys.
 

In the 1930’s some of his paintings were made into prints and postcards,
published and sold in Switzerland and France. In the 1940’s his talents as an

architect and watercolour artist were recognized by a prominent industrialist
living in Carouge, Emile Belloni, who commissioned him to paint 33 definitive

street and town scenes representing the Italianate town of Carouge where they
both lived. These were later gifted by the Belloni family to Carouge Museum,
and have often been used by it to highlight the artistic heritage of Carouge. 
Maurice was raised in the heart of the Old Town of Geneva and later lived in

Carouge where he was a founder member of an artist's society called, La
Palette Carougeoise - still going strong today, 83 years later.

 

 

René was born in Basle in 1946 but baptised in La Fusterie, Geneva, where his parents

were previously married. Geneva has been a second home to him for most of his life with

regular visits to friends and family. He now lives in Brighton.
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